Road-Rail Transport
The total length of all metalled roads in India in 1935-36
was 82,284 miles and of unmetalled roads 224,433, thus
making an aggregate of 306,717 miles maintained by public
authorities in British India. As against this, the railway
mileage was 31,732 or nearly one-ninth of the road mileage.
It must, however, be remembered that the figure for the
road mileage refers only to the length maintained by public
bodies. If the figures for all roads were to be taken, the
proportion would necessarily be very much greater. Such
being the case, the scope for road transport is infinite.
Itjguan^thfi^jnqto             th&l_eacL &a, .expected &> go
right  into the very heart of the country and tap the
resources^that the villages so abundantly offer.   Extensive
road communications make for flexibility of traffic.    There
is no restriction as to the routes to be followed or the
areas to be served.    Once a vehicle is purchased, the owner
can run it, wherever he chooses, provided he gets a licence
from   the   public   authorities.    Obviously,   the   scope  is
greatest in the rural parts which are ill served by com-
munications of any sort.    Our villages have at present
to depend upon animal transport for their marketing.
A benign  providence has so   ordained that  particular
animals should inhabit regions suited to them.   The bullock
is, therefore, the best suited in the south of India and
generally in the plains.    In arid regions like Sind and
North-west India the camel is an important transport
animal, while in some parts of India even the donkey and
the mule are useful.    Animal transport must continue to
be the central feature of our transport system for a long
time to come.   There are in India 150,000 miles of roads
which are open only to such traffic as they are too bad for
motoring.   They are mainly earth roads which, during the
rainy season, get  cut into ruts and get hardened into
sharp ridges in the hot sun making it impossible for any
but iron-tyred  traffic.    With the  increased pressure of